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(54) Title: ANAESTHETIC MASK FOR INFANTS 




(57) Abstract 

The invention relates to an anaesthesia mask for infants. The mask has an elastic wall (20) which is shaped so as to sealing- 
ly surround the child's facial region around the nose and mouth. A teat-shaped suction piece (26) is formed unitarily with a sec- 
tion (24) of the wall (20) beneath the mask's through opening for the gas. 
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5 TITLE 

■ f 

ANAESTHETIC MASK FOR INFANTS 

The invention relates to an anaesthesia mask for 
10 infants, comprising a central body section with a through- 

opening for connection of an anaesthesia tube to the mask, 
and a bowl-shaped elastic wall projecting from the body 
section which is shaped so as sealing surround the facial 
region of the child around the nose and mouth. 
15 In order to anaesthetize infants, particularly 

babies, an anaesthesia mask of the above-mentioned type is 
often used which, during administration of the anaesthetic, 
is continuously pressed against the child's face by a nurse 
in order to maintain sealed contact. Such a mask is often 
20 seen by the child as a threat due to perceived difficulty 

in breathing in the mask through the nose. This disturbs 
the child so that anaesthetizing becomes much more 
difficult. 

An anaesthesia administering device is known from 
25 EP-A-0 085 639 which includes a teat-shaped suction piece 

with which the child can suck a nozzle opening for the 
anaesthesia gas towards himself, the nozzle being formed on 
the outside of the teat and positioned in front of the 
nose. The gas can hereby be partially inhaled by the child, 
30 though the majority of the gas flows out to the surrounding 

air. This known device is intended to achieve a first phase 
of anaesthetizing, whereafter a normal anaesthesia mask is 
connected and placed over the face for subsequent 
anaesthetizing (c.f. page 4, lines 26-32; page 5, line 1 
35 and 2 of the EP publication) . 
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An object of the present invention is to present an 
anaesthesia mask for infants which the child will happily 
accept so as to achieve a sealing gradual contact of the 
outer peripheral edge of the bowl-shaped wall of the mask 
5 against the face of the child around the nose and mouth so 

as to prevent leakage of anaesthesia gas around the mask 
and to thereby obtain complete anaesthesia with one single 
pass. In order to achieve this object, the anaesthesia mask 
according to the invention is characterized in that a teat- 

10 shaped suction piece is formed unitarily with a section of 

the wall beneath the through-opening, which suction piece 
is intended to be inserted into the child's mouth so as to 
facilitate a sealing gradual contact of the wall's outer 
peripheral edge against the face by means of the child 

15 sucking on the suction piece. 

A suitable embodiment of the anaesthesia mask 
according to the invention will be described in more detail 
below with reference to the attached drawings in which Fig. 
1 shows a cross-section through the mask according to the 

20 invention whilst in use, and Fig. 2 is a perspective view 

from the rear of the mask. 

The anaesthesia mask 10 according to the invention 
which is made from rubber or another suitable elastic 
material comprises a central body section 12 with a 

25 through-opening 14 for a connection nipple 16 which is 

intended to be connected to an external anaesthesia gas 
tube 18 in order to direct a flow of gas towards the 
nostrils. A bowl-shaped wall 20 projects from the central 
section 12 and presents an upper region 22 which surrounds 

30 the child's nose, and a lower section 24 on which an 

inwardly projecting teat-shaped suction piece 26 is formed. 
The suction piece is totally sealed and formed in one piece 
with the lower section 24 of the mask's wall and is 
intended to be inserted in the child's mouth. 
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3 

The wall 20 has an outer peripheral edge with a bead 
28 on the side of the mask facing the child. The purpose of 
the bead 28 is to form a sealing contact of the mask 
against the child's face. 
5 Before the mask is used, a sugar solution or similar 

may be applied to the teat-shaped suction piece 26 , 
whereafter the suction piece is inserted in the child's 
mouth so that the child can happily suck on it so that the 
peripheral edge of the mask is drawn into sealing contact 
10 with the face around the nose and mouth (Fig. 1) . 

Anaesthesia gas can thereafter be administered to 
anaesthetize the child. 
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5 CLAIMS 

1. Anaesthesia mask for infants, comprising a 
central body section (12) with a through-opening (14) for 
connection of an anaesthesia tube (18) to the mask, and a 

10 bowl-shaped elastic wall (20) projecting from the body 

section (12), which wall is shaped so as to sealing 
surround the facial region of the child around the nose and 
mouth, characterized in that a teat-shaped suction piece 
(26) is formed unitarily with a section (24) of the wall 

15 (20) beneath the through-opening (14) , which suction piece 

(26) is intended to be inserted in the child's mouth so as 
to facilitates a sealing gradual contact of the outer 
peripheral edge (28) of the wall against the face by means 
of the child sucking on the suction piece. 

20 2. Anaesthesia mask according to claim 1, 

characterized in that the outer peripheral edge of the wall 
(20) presents an inwardly directed bead (28) . 

3. Anaesthesia mask according to claim 1 or 2, 
characterized in that the through-opening (14) houses a 

25 nipple (16) for connection of the anaesthesia gas tube 

(18). 

4. Anaesthesia mask according to any one of claims 
1-3, characterized in that the teat-shaped suction piece 
(26) is completely sealed. 
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